[Iatrogenic cutaneous emphysema].
Tracheal perforation following orotracheal intubation is a rare but classic complication of general anaesthesia, and marked cutaneous emphysema can occur. We report a rare case of facial cutaneous emphysema revealed by swelling with pseudovesicles on the eyelids. A 99-year-old woman developed extensive facial swelling with pseudo-vesicles on the upper and lower eyelids following right hip replacement surgery. Swelling of the upper members and thoracic area was also seen. Chest X-rays showed marked cutaneous emphysema of the thoracic wall. Bronchial endoscopy revealed perforation of the posterior aspect of the trachea. The patient was presenting cutaneous emphysema as a result of post-intubation tracheal perforation. We report a rare case of cutaneous emphysema in a 99-year-old woman after tracheal perforation following orotracheal intubation. The significant feature of our case report is the actual manifestation of the condition. Our patient developed swelling of the eyelid with pseudovesicles. When confronted with sudden onset of pseudovesicles of the eyelids after surgery, dermatologists must not misdiagnose cutaneous emphysema and must examine their patient carefully for other clinical signs. Bronchial endoscopy should be undertaken immediately to investigate for tracheal perforation.